Volume 70, Issue 12

December 2020

Cover Photo by Mary Jane Fish

Happy Holidays

Page 2–3

Page 4–5

Speaker for December What’s New on the
Web?
Committee Chairs
Member in the
Calendar
News
Visitors for November PSA Info

Page 6–11
Member Profile of
the Month — Ed
Laughlin

Page 12–17

Page 18-24

My Favorite Place Acadia NP

Photographing
Rural Tennessee
– Part 4

COVID Captivity
Leads to Renewed
Creativity

Board List
Meeting Info

Membership Info
The Contact Sheet – Volume 70 – Issue 12

Page

Photographic Society of
Chattanooga
Presents a Zoom Webinar:

The Art of Visual Language

By: Steve Gettle

When: Thursday December 17th at 7:00 PM EST
Space is limited - pre-registration required: Click here to register
The Art of Visual Language

One of the greatest things about photography is its ability to communicate something to the viewer. Your images are immensely powerful tools which can reach
out and touch people, crossing all language and age barriers. Every color, line
and shape you choose to include in your
final image has an emotional effect on the
viewer. During this presentation, Steve will
talk about how all these different elements
within your image can more effectively
communicate your chosen message to
your audience.

About Us
Steve and Nicole lead nature photography tours to exciting
destinations around the world. They enjoy sharing their
knowledge of the natural world and helping people capture
amazing images of our planet. Steve has over 30 years of
nature photography experience and has been recognized
through numerous awards. These include being a multiaward winner of the BBC’s Wildlife Photographer of the
Year and recognized in the prestigious Nature’s Best photography contest. His images are often featured in National Geographic and other nation-wide publications. Nicole
has over 15 years of nature photography experience and
enjoys discovering and sharing wild connections with others.
Website: https://stevegettle.com/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/steve.gettle
Steve Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/stevegettle
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PSC Committee Chairs

Calendar of Events

Boot Camp: Randy Ware
bootcamp@chattanoogaphoto.org
Camera Club Council of Tennessee
(3CT) Club Rep: Sally Edwards
3ctclubrep@chattanoogaphoto.org
Community Outreach: Patricia Wilkins
outreach@chattanoogaphoto.org
Contests-Quarterly and Annual:
Louann Smith
contest@chattanoogaphoto.org
Contest - SCIPE Coordinators:
Myra Reneau and Pat Gordy
SCIPE@chattanoogaphoto.org
Exhibitions: Milton McLain
exhibitions@chattanoogaphoto.org
Field Trips: Bruce Tatum
field-trips@chattanoogaphoto.org
Fundraising: Mary McLain
fundraising@chattanoogaphoto.org
Membership: Kathy Hamill
contact@chattanoogaphoto.org
Newsletter: Mary Jane Fish, Editor
editor@chattanoogaphoto.org
Programs: Louann Smith
programs@chattanoogaphoto.org
PSA Competition - PID: Milton McLain
pid-competition@chattanoogaphoto.org
PSA Competition - ND: Bill Mueller
ndcompetition@chattanoogaphoto.org
PSA Club Representative: Milton McLain
psa-rep@chattanoogaphoto.org
Publicity: Karen Beisel
publicity@chattanoogaphoto.org
Sound Technician: Jim Mears
sound@chattanoogaphoto.org
Special Events: Angela Dillard, Jackie Wolf
special-events@chattanoogaphoto.org
Website: Dave Reasons and David Temples
website@chattanoogaphoto.org
Webmaster: Dave Reasons and David Temples
webmaster@chattanoogaphoto.org
Workshops and Seminars: Bill Mueller
workshops@chattanoogaphoto.org
Youth Photography Showcase (YPS):
Pat Gordy
youthcontest@chattanoogaphoto.org
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Dec 17— 7:00 pm—Contest Meeting—Zoom

New Members and Visitors
PSC welcomes all visitors and new members.
New members are invited to participate in all
PSC events and visitors are encouraged to
join PSC after three visits.

Visitors

New Members

Returning Member

PSC Membership
Pay your membership online through PayPal
www.chattanoogaphoto.org
Or by check ~ Mail check (payable to PSC) to PSC,
PO Box 8886, Chattanooga 37414
STUDENTS (FULL TIME) $15
SINGLE $30
FAMILY (SAME HOUSEHOLD) $40

Photo Field Trips
Photo Contest
Photo Workshops
Monthly Meetings and More!
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What’s New on the Web?

December 2020

Last month, the big news was the release of Photoshop
2021 and Lightroom Classic 10. Well, this month those two
items are still dominating cyberspace. The tutorials are going into more depth as the pros really get into the meat of
these two programs. I’ll cover some other topics here, but
the excitement over the new releases still dominates.
Our buddy Aaron Nace, over at PHLEARN, starts off with
“How to Match Color in Lightroom and Photoshop.
How to Match Color in Lightroom & Photoshop - PHLEARN
Blake Rudis takes the old Dodge and Burn technique to a whole new level telling us: “You
are Dodging and Burning all Wrong! TRY THIS!”
A Better Way to Dodge and Burn in Photoshop - f64 Academy
Last month we went through Colin Smith’s videos on the new features in Photoshop 2021
and Lightroom Classic 10. This month he’s done some tutorials on three of his favorite features:
New Color Grading In Photoshop 2021
How to use new Color Grading in Photoshop 2021 - PhotoshopCAFE
Sky Replacement in Photoshop 2021
Sky Replacement in Photoshop 2021 - PhotoshopCAFE
The New Neural Filters in Photoshop 2021
The new Neural Filters in Photoshop 2021, AI in Photoshop - PhotoshopCAFE
Here’s a trick from Blake Rudis that if I had known earlier would have saved a lot of images
for me. It’s called “Fix Any Highlight Blowout in Photoshop in Seconds.”
Fix Any Highlight Blowout in Photoshop in Seconds - f64 Academy
We’ll wrap it up this month with Blake Rudis again with a tutorial where he discusses a new
tool that I’ve seen nobody cover yet. He calls it a “Better Sky Replacement Tool in Photoshop 2021”. I can honestly see myself using this technique a lot more than the straight sky
replacement.
BETTER Sky Replacement Tool in Photoshop 2021 - f64 Academy
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Member in the News
The following article was sent to this Editor for submission in the December Newsletter. It
contains information on one of our fellow members. Please enjoy.
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Member Profile of the Month
Ed Laughlin
Hello fellow club members. I am pleased to make your introduction, if only
via our Newsletter. I have been involved with photography for probably
close to 30 years starting with my first Minolta XGM camera. The digital
revolution certainly drove an increase in my enjoyment with this hobby since
it was much easier to get instant feedback on quality of my images. The
involvement in our Club and the friendships I have made have furthered my
education.
I enjoy photographing the natural world. I am a Chemical Engineer by education, and I am always curious and amazed by Nature. Since my wife and
I enjoy hiking I have recently started using the Canon M50 mirrorless camera to reduce the weight I carry. It now lets me take my camera further into
the wild.

A collection of gourds at Cheekwood Gardens.
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A whimsical attempt to recreate something I saw on the web.

A bountiful harvest of pumpkins.
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The next series of images is from several field trips to nearby rural counties to capture some of the remaining barns in
Tennessee.

This one is from Bledsoe County Tennessee
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You never know what might be waiting for you when you leave the interstate and travel the back roads.

A classical Autumn scene from Bedford County.
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The morning glories at this barn were almost iridescent.

Morning fog envelops the hills surrounding this farm in Sparta Tennessee.
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Some domesticated “wildlife”.

I really liked the clouds at this stop near McMinnville, Tennessee.
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MY FAVORITE PLACE: ACADIA NATIONAL PARK AND
BAR HARBOR, MAINE
By Kathy Hamill

During mid-September, fellow PSC member Dale Wilson and I traveled to coastal Maine for a week-long visit to
Acadia National Park and the town of Bar Harbor. Timing for our trip was based on autumn days with cool, crisp
weather and the potential for early fall foliage. We were not disappointed on either account.

Sunset at Otter Point
These two images were taken by Dale Wilson

Milky Way at Bass Harbor

Thanks to excellent advice from those who’ve visited in the past, we stayed
just a few miles away from the downtown Bar Harbor area on Mount Desert
Island. As with nearly all things in 2020, Covid-19 presented some challenges
and limitations, but we still managed to enjoy all we wanted to do.
Acadia is a small national park based on acreage, but the diversity it offers far
surpasses its size,
with many areas
landscape photographers can thoroughly enjoy. The
town of Bar Harbor
is featured as a
small but charming
New England fishing village with ample photographic
opportunities.

Some of the major park areas we visited and photographed during our six days included Cadillac Mountain, Bass Harbor, Jordan Pond, Sieur de Monts, the
Schoodic Peninsula, and several coastal locations along the park loop road, including Thunder Hole and Otter
Point. We hiked several trails, including the Wonderland Trail, the Jesup Path, the Ocean Path, a few carriage
roads, and the Shoreline Path in Bar Harbor.
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Opportunities to photograph beautiful coastlines, woodlands,
ponds, lakes, and the famous stone bridges were abundant.
During our visit, the fall foliage arrived, showing beautiful reds,
yellows, and oranges. A bonus
was our night visit
to the Bass Harbor Head Lighthouse to photograph the sunset
and the Milky
Way.
Sadly, we didn’t
have any mornings when the “normally present” fog enveloped the harbor and bay

area, as weather conditions were simply not favorable. However, we encountered brilliant blue skies that made
for some lovely images of the bay and the many vessels anchored there.
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It’s hard to say which area we’d call our favorite, but Raven’s Nest on the Schoodic Peninsula and Otter Point
along the park loop road were definitely high on the list. The beauty of the coastlines in both locations made
them irresistible.

Acadia National Park and Bar Harbor were
truly wonderful locations for photography,
and we hope to return there again someday.
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COVID Captivity Leads to Renewed Creativity
By Karen L. Beisel
Like so many people during the lockdown, I tried using photography to keep myself busy. I've been shooting
Canon cameras since film days and have spent the last 11 years shooting the 7D models (upgraded to the
Mark II when it came out in 2014). The 7D models were considered prosumer models (not quite professional
but had most of the pro-level features and weight). Unfortunately, the more I was out photographing, the more
pain I experienced from previous work injuries. I realized that I would have to give up photography or bite the
bullet and change to a smaller system to compensate.
Of course, being the highly organized, overly analytical, anally retentive person I am, I researched the living
daylights out of all the possible systems available. Since I had been a Canon shooter for decades, I looked at
the new Canon mirrorless cameras first. However, I find it comforting to have two card slots in my cameras so
that I have an automatic back-up of my images, and none of the Canon mirrorless cameras had two card slots.
I was disappointed but accepted the reality that it was time to leave Canon.
About this time, companies realized that they couldn't continue being "locked down." Olympus had released the
new OM-D E-M1 Mark III at the end of February as the world was beginning to shut down. To get information
out about the new camera, they had their educators start doing Zoom recordings about the many new and
unique features of the camera. Ledra Woodlee, PSC's Open House presenter in 2019, is one of Olympus's educators. Her company, Natural Connections Photo Workshops, was the first member of Olympus' Educators
program (formerly known as Olympus Workshop Partners). Ledra began posting Zoom recordings on her company and personal Facebook pages about the new features. I was blown away by the cool features and the
relatively light weight of the Olympus system.
I've known Ledra for nearly a decade, ever since I purchased my first professional lens from her at Showcase in
Atlanta in 2012. I've purchased several thousand dollars of equipment from her since. I trust her opinion because of her knowledge of so many products from her years at Showcase and photography experience. Based
on her recommendation and my research, I decided the new Olympus OM-D E-M1 Mark III camera and
M.Zuiko lenses would be the best system for me so I could
continue photography.
When I received my new camera, I, of course, read the
manual (326 pages, not counting the index pages). With
all the features and the fact that it was a new system to
me, I was concerned about learning the system fast
enough to get back to the level I had reached with my Canon system. Fortunately for me, Olympus wasn't the only
business trying to get back to some kind of normalcy. The
Atlanta School of Photography began offering courses
online, and Ledra was teaching Photo 1.
I've never had any formal training in photography. Everything I've learned has been through reading books, attending workshops, club meetings, and trial and error. Even
though I knew everything that was going to be taught in
Photo1, I signed up for the class, hoping to get up to speed with the new system faster. It worked!
Photo 1 began on June 8th and lasted for four weeks. Each week a recorded video was emailed to me, and
homework was assigned. Ledra would review the homework from the previous week before starting the next
subject. She would show us where camera functions were for each subject (on each person's camera, so it
was individualized assistance), which helped me get acquainted with the buttons and menu functions on my
The Contact Sheet – Volume 70 – Issue 12
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new system. The first week was about white balance and why it is important to set before shooting, particularly
if you shoot in JPEG (something I haven't done for years). For homework, we had to shoot a subject in Program mode and only change the white balance (correct WB, AWB, and two incorrect WB).

I photographed my desk. The purpose was to see how our AWB in our camera would handle the light and how
different settings change the image. The second week was about Shutter Priority and ISO (shutter speed's
helper), and the homework was to shoot a moving subject at a slower shutter speed (1/60th or slower) and the
same subject at a faster shutter speed (1/250th or faster).

I shot a little water flow on the Ocoee River. For our third week, we learned about Aperture Priority, and our
homework was to use Aperture Priority to photograph the same subject at a shallow depth of field (f/5.6 or shallower) and a deep depth of field (f/16 or deeper).

I photographed my tree in my front yard, focusing on the lichen on the trunk. The next week wrapped up the
month's lessons and discussed the triangle of reciprocity and some basic composition. Ledra also informed us
that she should be teaching Photo 2 starting the next week, which is not usually a class she teaches. Of
course, I signed up immediately.
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Photo 2 began on July 6th, lasted four weeks, and was all new material
for me. The class followed the same format as Photo 1, with a new Zoom recording and homework each week. The first
week was on panning, zoom bursts, and
swirls, using Shutter Priority to show the
effects of movement and image blur. My
panning wasn't so good because if you
feed the ducks and geese enough times,
they will recognize your vehicle and come
to you. However, they won't take directions on how you want them to paddle
across the pond so you can practice.
Oops! The second week was on metering and shooting in Manual, including
"zeroing out the meter" to get proper exposure. Our homework was to shoot the
same high contrast scene, one in Aperture Priority with Evaluative metering and
the other in Manual mode with Spot metering, to see how our camera meters handled the light.

lenses, and accessories.

I shot an early morning photo of one
of the cabins at the Military Park in
Fort Oglethorpe, GA. The third week
was on night photography and long
exposures, and I learned one of the
totally awesome features of my new
camera — Live Comp. This feature
is amazing! I went out every night of
that week to play with my camera
and do my homework. I'm completely in love with Live Comp! The final
week was on flash, focal lengths,

All in all, both classes were fantastic and helped me learn my
new camera system and improve my photography. Having
to do homework each week
also ensured that I got out and
used my new camera. I haven't
gone back to shooting priority
modes since I learned how to
shoot in manual. It's just so
much faster and easier to know
that the front dial is my aperture and the back dial is my
shutter speed, so I can quickly
"zero out my meter" while
achieving what I want for the
image. I feel like I have more
freedom
and creativity with the
new system
with all the
features
and lighter weight. I went from a Canon system with two Tamron lenses that had the focal length 35 mm equivalent of 28.8
mm to 960 mm to my new Olympus system of two lenses and
a 2x teleconverter that has a focal length 35 mm equivalent of
24mm to 1600 mm at less than half the weight. The only problem now is I want to go back and reshoot everything I've ever
shot before. Hmm, it sounds like time for a road trip--if we ever
escape this COVID captivity!
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Photographing Rural Tennessee
Part 4 Sparta Tennessee
Mickey Rountree

The area around Sparta, TN probably has the highest concentration of barns I've found yet. Someone had told
Bill there were a lot of barns along Hwy 70 between Sparta and McMinnville. So Bill, Ed, and I decided to drive
up to Burgess Falls State Park and then look for them. As it turns out, we found our first three barns in the last
couple of miles before Burgess Falls. And the next four within six miles after leaving Burgess Falls. We found
eleven barns in all, and I have the feeling we could easily have found a dozen more just by crisscrossing a few
back roads in the area. Ironically, we didn't see any barns on Hwy 70.
I'm going to list the 11 barns with both GPS coordinates and approximate street addresses. Once you get near
Sparta, it would be easy to photograph all of these barns within two hours.

Barn 1

35°59'58.4016" N 85°31'6.1212" W
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Barn 2

36°1'41.4012" N 85°35'11.9904" W

Barn 3

36°2'26.946" N 85°35'27.126" W
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Just before the fork at the entrance to Burgess Falls Park
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Barn 4

Barn 5

36°1'23.5452" N 85°35'26.6208" W

36°0'14.2236" N 85°35'49.2108" W
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Barn 6 & 7

35°58'49.608" N 85°36'18.24" W
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Barn 8

35°57'33.798" N 85°36'59.448" W

Barn 9

35°57'24.0768" N 85°36'25.2504" W
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Barn 10

Barn 11

35°53'15.4464" N 85°35'36.4632" W

3 Island Rd and Old Kentucky Hwy TN 136
park at church in the fork

35°53'5.406" N 85°35'35.4696" W
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Monthly Meeting Information

PSC Board Members
President: Bob Blevins
Pres-Elect: Louann Smith
Secretary: Ed Laughlin
Treasurer: Mary McLain
Randy Ware
Jim Pierson
Martin Fish
Nick Stangarone
Sharon Wise
Lynn Petty
Joseph Cooper
Dave Reason
Mary Jane Fish

(’23)
(’23)
(‘23)
(‘22)
(‘22)
(‘22)
(’21)
(’21)
(’21)

Day:

Officers
423-718-8123 president@chattanoogaphoto.org
423-605-0605 presidentelect@chattanoogaphoto.org
423 894 6986
secretary@chattanoogaphoto.org
423-344-5643
treasurer@chattanoogaphoto.org
Directors
706-270-2985 randy@chattanoogaphoto.org
425-551-4039
jim-pierson@chattanoogaphoto.org
703-281-9743
martin@chattanoogaphoto.org
423-762-2448 nick@chattanoogaphoto.org
843-290-4145 sharon@chattanoogaphoto.org
423-653-3453 lynn@chattanoogaphoto.org
423-290-3570 joseph@chattanoogaphoto.org
256-443-1969
dave@chattanoogaphoto.org
423-803-6467 maryj@chattanoogaphoto.org

Webmaster: Dave Reasons & David Temples webmaster@chattanoogaphoto.org
Editor: Mary Jane Fish
editor@chattanoogaphoto.org
Website
www.chattanoogaphoto.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/chattanoogaphoto
Twitter
https://twitter.com/ChattanoogaFoto

3rd Thursday Each Month

Time: 6:00 PM, Boot Camp
6:30 PM, Registration & Social
7:00 PM, Meeting & Program
St. John United Methodist Church
CAC
3921 Murray Hills Drive
Directions: Exit Hwy 153 onto Hwy 58
North. Turn left at the first traffic light onto
Murray Hills Drive. Entrance to the church is
on the right. PSC will meet in the CAC
(gymnasium) ground level entrance immediately in front of you. Parking surrounds the
church; however other entrances will normally be locked.
The Photographic Society of Chattanooga
holds club membership in the Photographic
Society of America, ArtsBuild Chattanooga,
Camera Club Council of Tennessee (3CT),
and the North Georgia Camera Club Council
(NG3C).

A 501(c)(3)Organization

Chattanooga, TN 37414
PO Box 8886
Photographic Society of Chattanooga
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